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his face bloody, a bullet-wound in the mouth. He began,
'Long live the Le . . . !" He could not end it. Lieutenant
Vila reached the ambulances with his arms mangled. The
fighting continued. The commander of the Legion was
forced to assume personal command of the entire line, for
Lieutenant-Colonel Gonzalez Tablas, who was in command
of the Regulars, had been wounded. The tribute of the
Legion on that day had not ended. Lieutenant Penche died
of a bullet-wound in the head while he manned a machine-
gun. Lieutenant Manso fell wounded also.
But the courage of the troops gradually shattered all re-
sistance, and the convoy entered Casabona. General Sanjurjo,
who had been living hours of anxiety, went out to await the
return of the victors. In his emotion he embraced Franco.
The casualties of the Legion amounted to more than
ninety, a third of the men who had begun the fighting. The
official Army Report of the loth of September says:" In the
operations of the 8th at Casabona, the Foreign Legion and the
Regulars from Ceuta, No. 3, once more had the opportunity
of covering themselves with glory. With their indomitable
valour, with their admirable patriotism, with their incompar-
able skill, they succeeded in dealing the enemy one of the
severest blows they have suffered in all our campaigns,
causing them numerous casualties. . . ."